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he was strongly supported by Monk and three others.
Negotiations for peace were on foot, and the old general
had no notion of treating except sword in. hand. But
the majority prevailed. The naval ports were directed
to be fortified and the dismantled ships protected by
booms. The idea was well enough, and had it only
been carried out the Dutch might speedily have been
brought to their knees; but although twice in the depth
of winter the King went in person to inspect the
progress of the works for the defence of the Thames and
Medway, next to nothing was done. Disorder, insol-
vency, and corruption paralysed every effort, and after
insulting the Scotch coasts, De Ruyter on Sunday
June 9th, 1667, suddenly appeared off the Thames
and threatened London itself.

A perfect panic prevailed. The banks stopped pay-
ment, the beacons were fired, and once more every
eye was turned on the Duke of Albemarle. He was
hard at work preparing to meet a descent on the threat-
ened counties. Two days before, on the first alarm,
Lord Oxford had been sent off to mobilise the militia in
Essex, and Lord Middleton to do the same in Kent,
while a bridge of boats was being got ready about
Tilbury that the horse of either county might be
rapidly moved to the support of the other. With the
river he had nothing to do. It was under the Duke
of York and the Admiralty, and Pett, one of the com-
missioners, was in special charge of Chatham and the
Medway. At daybreak, however, on Monday morning
the Dutch were seen at anchor at the Nore. A little
later they began to move up the river, and at noon the
King sent for Monk.rey on the Dutch commerce with
